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HOLIDAYS N PLENT

Lives of Many West Indians
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Twelve Holidays in February.

In February twelve h idays, all ob=erved,
fllow msecutively, Al Souls' day s ]
mogt interesting. The litle cemetery is en-
closed Ly a high stone fence and entered

by a narrow gate. It has a greater popu-

lation per square foot than any tenement of

0Ot

the states. There are scarcely anvy walks
and bhardly stepping places between the
raves. During this hollday friends of the |
gr}h‘d 1 cover the graves with flowers. At
night thousands of candles burn over the
ETaves The entire population takes part
In the observance and the cemetery is

erowded. The nearest female of kin repre-
sents the family and sits upon the grave,
hatlesa, but seldom !n mourning, untess the
death is recent. She tends the candles and |
Watches the flowers through the long evern- |
Ing.

On the more impoging tombs are lamps,
Octagonzl In shape, street lamps in minia-
ture. These are upon Iron ralllngs sur-
rounding the grave. There are twenty or
more candles to each grave and the scene fs
almost weird. In a corner a grave Is being
prepared for a funeral on the morrow. The
site has been selected because the family
formerly oceupying the site has become ex-
tinet or too poor to pay the rental on the
ground. The earth excavated is in a heap
and human benes are mixed with ft. In
the open grave, not yvet completed, a bone
or two may be seen protruding from the

side wall,
8t. Andrew’s Day.

St. Andrew’'s day Is a merry one. Then
one plays pranks upon his friends. Women
gather on the more pretentious housetops
and turn palls of water on unsuspec™ng
pedestrians. The contenta of eggshells are
removed and the shell is fliled with mud,

|' anything.

complete abstaining from work. A;up:_xri nt-
Iy the prople Keep no calendar and mistake
their dates in this respect, or, not being
abls read. take no chances and observe
every day of the year.

Hospitality to Strangers.

They are hospitable enough, and while it
is not possible for a stranger to sell or buy
the humble home and contents
are at his disgposal. This may mean a ham-
mock In the single family room—a ham-
mock of coarse, heavy canvas, bullt for one
but to hold two if there are two In the
party. The previous occupant sleeps upon
the earthen floor. Sometimes only a place
on the hard floor is offered, and that must
be contested for all night with the rats
which infest the place. A bed such as they
nave is a luxury. Pronged sticks are stuck
in the earth and cow hide is atretched over
them. This bed gets harder as the days go
by and the sojourner can feel It growing
harder over nlght. Its only virtue Is its
elevation; it is rat proof.

The meal I8 the sancocha, a stew made
of everything that is left. It is good when
the Ingredients are good, but too often
there is a suspicion. The serving of thls
depends upon the resources of the host, but
spoons, knives and forks are unknown. it
is only a question whether each of the par-
takers has a gourd with which ta dip in or
whether there ls only one to pass around.
The fingers do the rest.

"The reason they do not sell is bhecause
there 1s a sort of famlily relationship all
around, and a system of exchange of com-
maoditles whereby no money s ever used
and what property there is Is a family as-
set. There Is no oecaslon for hard labor In
this sort of life, and so the holidays are
welcomed as a rellef from what little might
be necessary.

“Liberty, peace and labor,” L'Ouverture
says, “will reveal the treasures of these js-
lands.”” And he Is met by the words of Lis
chief, ‘Black man don’t have to work."”

It is an interesting problem.

1o

Tobacco a Necessity.
From the Kansas Clty Journal,

Justice Brown of Joplin has rendired a
decision which will win for him the grati-
tude and admiration of every man who
use® the weed. The eity Is trying to com-
pel Its merchants to kecp thelr stores
closed on Bunday. The law permits the
necessaries of life to be sold on the SBab-

bath. During the trial of a test case it was
proved that a grocer had sold chewing to-
baeco. His attorney lmmediately raised
the point that chewing tobacto was a ne-
cessity of life, and the court sustained him,
and said the man had a right to keep his

brick dust, indfgo o* any harmleas sub-

stare open to sell that fndispensable com-
moa%y. Oh, wise judge.

upon which money s staked,

bet, but the loser must pay the value of
the orange, also five times as much as he
has wagered.

Quall fighting Is done on a table with a
little fence about its edge. The fighting
guails have been starved for some time, As
they are put Into the pen a few grains of
wheat or rice are laid before them and they
at once begin to fight over them. They are
trained for the purpose, and a good fighter
is worth $100 and upward.

It {s the same with the crickets. Their
prize rings are little bowls. The crickets
have been tralned. They seem to under-
stand their master's word, and they are
urged on to the combat with straws. The
Chinese understand how to feed and groom
the crickets for the fray. They give them
honey, boiled chestnuts and boiled rice ard
certain kinds of fish. They do not allow
any one to smoke near them, for they think
that tobacco injures them. If the crickets
grow slck, they feed them upon mosquitoes
and red ants.

In a cricket fight the crickets are welghed
in before they are put in the ring. They
are matched as to size and color. The het-
ting is done just as carefully as at an Eng-
lish horse race. The stakes are held by a
committee, which deducts a certain per-
centage for those who own the fighting
houses. During the fight the gamblers Erow
excited. They scream and yell and hop up
and down as one Insect gets the bettar of
th!e other, and go almost mad when one
wins,

The Chinese have all sorts of games, hut
mostly games of chance. Even in kite-
flyving the boys and men—for even the men
fly kites—wlill try to see which has the
strongest string, forcing his string against
the string of others to break them. In such
contests the strings are often soaked with
glue and dusted with powdered glass that
they may cut or saw the better. At every
feast, however, there are games of guessing

The World’s Zenith City.
From the London Stamdard.

The populatlon of Moscow shows a re-
markably rapid Increase. Within the com-
paratively short period of thirty years the
number of Inhabitants has just about dou-
bled. At the time of the French invasion
in 1812 the urban Muscovites numbered
about 300,000, although the official figures
were 252,000. In 15871 the official census
gave the population as 602,000, in 1852 it
was 708,000, and according to the reckon-
Ing now completed the historic ecapiial
contains 1,173,500 Inhabitants, thus taking
the tenth place among the most populous
cities of the world. Moscow covers an
area of 101 square kilometers, or only two
kllometers less than that of Bt. Petersburg.
Area is not, however, by any means a
general criterion in &l;ed:tonl of population,
&s appears from fact that whereas

(corrupted, like our word from the Aztec,
ahuacatl), The name “alligator"” is a
rough corruption from the above, and ought
to be frowned out of use. ~

It has much the shape of a large sized
bell or pound pear, and welghs from a
pound to two pounds. In the center is a
large husklike core, inclosing the seed. Be-
tween this core and the skin {s the meaat,
which, when ripe, is of a rich, creamy yel-
low, and tastes as much like beef marrow
a3 one thing can be compared {o another.
It is sometimes eaten wfth a dressing of-
salt, pepper and oil, but 1s generally used
as the basis of a salad,.

When cut open the core drops out, and
It 1s seen that there 18 & double lining, re-
sembling a thin, brown-leaf or skin, be-
tween the meat and the Interior core. One
of the linings clings to the meat and the
other to the core."-'Fhe Yinfhg being re-
moved from the meat &nd the oter skin
of the pear cut off, the fruit ds treated the
same as the meat of chicken or lobster
designed for salad: ‘A fIp¥ - &vocado pear
costing 40 cents will.‘make”as“much salad
as a good sized lobsigr OF a-“chicken, and
iz much cheaper. .. : P R

The use of this t‘%glt is,,pot confined to
the natives of the egt Indfes and South
American countries, - U‘t_,Is growing in
favor with Amerlcand who have an oppor-
tunity to taste it. Twenty years ago there
were not more than 140 of-them consumed
in New York city during season, while
at present the sales of one firm alone aver-
age from 300 to 500 every Week of the sea-
son, which lasts from®about June 1 to No-
vember- 1, ) i

There is one curfoms festure ahout the
avocado pear with which probably few ot
those who have eate®it BPé famillar. The
seeds, mixed in a jelly-like substance, are
contalned within theéfcoré? If the core is
split open and a pen or #hdrp polnted stick
dipped into this jelly-1ik€ mass, using the
half of the core as a cup and stirring the
seeds and jelly together, the compound
can be used as an Indelible Ink. The mark
made by it Is at first of 4 dirty cream color,
but becomes darker With time, finally as-
suming a‘deep salmon hue, and there is no
known acld which will Temove it.

PHOTOGRAPHIC FLATES,

Amateurs Should Work With the Best
From the New York Sun. \

The amateur photographer had gone out
©0f the shop where amateurs' photographs
are developed and printéd and he was sore
because the plctures had all turned out
bad. = ;

“That’s the way of it,"” =ald the man be-
hind the counter, "We.f_et It in the neck

whao handle photograph supplies go to first-
class manufacturers who have a lot of
old plates on hand that they can't afford
to rell to their trade and the cheap buyer
takes the lot at any kind of a knockdown
price, say 10 cents a dozen—and we can’'t
buy any kind of a decent plate for less
than 3215 cents—and he puts his labe! on
them and goes into the market, offering
his goods at 20 cents a dozen, 10 cents less
than we can possibly sell the lowest-priced
plate that 18 any good at all. That 10
cents saved catches the amateur and he
takes the cheap plate. Then his trouble
begins, and so does ours. I know one
chap who changed cameras three times in
his efforts to get good results, and one
day while he was kicking I suggested that
he try a high-grade plate. He did and
after that there was no more kicking, ex-
cept what has to be with every photogra-
pher, no matter how good he is or how
good his instruments and material may be.

“To show how amateurs will chase the
cheap things I will tell you of an in-ident.
A dowritown dealer going out of business
sold a stock of supplies for $400 to another
dealer. He took all the supplies, reserving
the cameras, and put them on a speclal
counter, advertising the lot at ridiculous
prices, but having a big sign up that he
would not guarantee gquality. Well, it was
a plenic for the amateurs, and they rushed
in in such droves that the stock was s=old
out In three days for $600—a clear profit of
3200, not to mention the cameras. Then
the amateurs began to be heard from.
Plates, developers, paper, everything, was
old stuff utterly worthless, and the poor
amateurs had the bag to hold. There was
no recourse, either One of them sald to
me that the dealer was honest enough,
but that he, the amateur, was a fool, and
ought to have known better than to buy
stuff that the seller practically admitted
was no good, as he could not guarantee fit.
After awhile, I suppose, that one, whe
went out of here feeling sore, will tumble
to the truth and will get good plates If he
wants to get good pictures; but you can’t
tell. ‘Some people won't never learn noth-
ing nohow,”” and the man behind the
counter sighed profoundly.

Ancient Book Booming.
From the Book Lover.

A bookseller who in 1705 had printed a
large edltion of a translation of a very dull
work by one Drelincourt, called “The
Christian's Defense Against the Fear of
Death,” found the stock hang upoen his
hands. With the tears of bankruptcy be-
fore his eves he applied for asslstance to
“unabashed Defoe.” That Ingenious gentle-
man devoted the extraordinary power of
verisimilitude which was afterward to give
the world “Robinson Crusoe” to composing
the account of how one Mrs. Vale appeared

B S

Work of a London Association in Im-

proving England's Capital.
From the Chicago Record-Herald.

There was established recently a Better-
ment of London Assoclation under the pres-
idency of Sir W. Richmond, R. A., which
has started out upon a comprehensive cam-
palgn for the abatement of nuisances.

Its program -includes the suppression of
street noises, such as those produced by
organ grinders, costermongers and news-
boys, & more frequent and thorough re-
moval of refuse, the more conspicuous post-
ing of street names, an agitation against
pauper immigration and the employment
of young children In the streets, vigorous
public protest against “‘the obnoxious habit
of expectorating in public conveyances and
buildings,”” the institution of proceedings
agalnst the sale of impure ice eream, the
suppression of betting and gambling In
public places, a movement against the
practice described as ‘“‘the constant dig-
ging up of the highways to the great In-
convenience of the public,” and a move-
ment In favor of the registration of street
musicians and street traders, and of the
banishment of all idlers and hawkers from
rallway stations.

The British Medical Journal approves this
rather large scheme and reflects upon Lon-
don's dirt and her need of betterment. The
Medlcal Record of New York says that the
conditions complained of are rampant In
that city in an intensified form, and inti-
mates that New York's most pressing want
today is a Mr. Richmond. What, then,
shall be said of Chicago, whose fiith would
stagger elther a New Yorker or a Lon-
doner? There is work here for a federated
society of improvement clubs in the Inter-
est of health, cleanliness and comfort.
Champlons of a city beautiful should study
the program thoroughly.

LEARNING TO WEAVE.

Hand Loom on Which Vacation School
Children Work.
From the New York Tribune,

The Introduction of the tiny hand loom
into the sewing classes of the New York
vacation schools this summer s the latest
development of the handicraft movement.
This little loom is of a size convenient to
stand on ag ordinary school desk. The
warp {8 put on in the ordinary way, in

-

shuttle. Then the shuttle is passed
fro with the Woof, the threads a
firmly together and the child weaves

own fabric. In fact, she cam go further
and make the loom ftself, as It i{s detach-
able and ecan be dovetalled together. It
teaches design and combination of colors in
a4 new way, but besides that the child gets
an jdea of constructive Ingenuity which
does not reach her through any form of
needlework. Some of the little girls in the
vacation schools had to be fairly driven
from their looms.

Mrs. M. P. C. Hooper, the Inventor of this
little device, has been spending the sum-
mer Instructing teachers in the wvacation
schools In the use of the loom. She has
been inventing things ever since she was a
child herself. 8he invented a machine for
fluting ruffles at the age of fourteen, a
self-wringing mop at sixteen, and she states
there Is not a straw hat made by machin-
ery today which is not woven in part by a
machine of her invention. This straw-
weaving device brought her In at one pe-
riod an income of $20000 a year. Mrs,
Hooper has obtained a great deal of valu-
able experience Iin handling her patents.
Throughout the entire life of her straw
machine patent she was involved in law-
sults over it, one of them lasting eight
vears. On one occasion she went to Eng-
land, sold a patent right and returned with
$10,000, having been gone just thirty days.

Surgery Saves a Nylghau.
From the New York Sun.

A three-months-old nylghau broke its Jeft
foreleg In two places In the paddock in the
Central Park menagerie a month ago, and
an uncommon experiment in animal surgery
was tried to save its life.

When a wild animal breaks its leg It is
usually killed, as it cannot be kept quiet
long enough for the bones to unite, The
young nylghau broke it8 leg near the
shoulder in leaping over a watering trough
in the paddock while engaged in a game
of “tag” with three other mmmers of the
same species. Director Jo W. 8mith in-
structed Keepers Snyder and Bhannon to
do up the broken leg in a eplint made of
bandages and tar. The tar was put on hot,
and the animal was gquiet until the tar cool-
ed and hardened. The bones had first been
properly set, and when the tar cooled the
splint held them in place. The animial was
able to hobble about the imclosure on its
game leg. Dr. Edmund B. Southwick, the
park entomologist, and Park Commissioner
Willcox wait&hed the outcome of the ex-
periment w interest.

The splint was taken off recently, after
belng on for four weeks, and the bonhes

were found to be thoroughly united. T}

animal went skipping about the

almost as llvely as before the injury.
Gray, the actress, at_the Home

oftlu!mll:lhmtﬂ .
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